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ALUMNI SPOTL'GH drawn to woodturning—especially after seeing a

Texan, | was immediately intrigued.

K E V| N F E I. D ER H 0 F F § 8 3 handcrafted wooden cowboy hat. As a proud

v journey into woodworking began in an

* nexpected place: the shop class at Muenster
High School. Under the guidance of my teacher,

 Mr Rudy Koesler; | discovered a passion that

would later shape my life—and career.

‘ g my senior year, academics took a
vackseat to hands-on learning. | spent three
.urs each day in shop class and the rest of my
ing sports. That year, Mr. Koesler

ed a new challenge: building a roll-top
-class was the first to take it on. With
fruction and thoughtful planning, the
ecame achievable—even for a bunch of
( with more energy than

oct, | built two desks. The first
econd was for my sister,

s stayed in the family—Mom
and now my brother
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That Christmas, my wife surprised me by
connecting with Nick Neiley, a local woodturner
known for making cowboy hats. Nick generously
mentored me through my first project. Although it
was a challenge, | stuck with it. Since then, I've
turned more than 90 full-size hats and around
150 miniature versions. It took nearly 25 attempts
before | finally felt confident in the results.

One of my most memorable projects began with
a call from a friend in Wichita Falls, Charlie
Moeller. He asked if | wanted a large mesquite
root ball that had been dug up by a bulldozer. |
said, “Why not?"—despite living in North Carolina
at the time. The root ball sat in Mom'’s backyard
for six months before | was able to get it to my
friend David Hoenig’s shop in Denton. We
trimmed and partially hollowed it, hoping | could
fly it back to North Carolina in a suitcase. When it
didn't fit, | packed it in a heavy-duty box and
checked it at the airport.

While standing in line to board the plane, |
noticed the root ball and box lying on the tarmac
—it had rolled off a cart. | began to think there
was no way it would make the flight.

Upon landing in Greenville and waiting at
baggage claim, | heard a loud noise. To my
disbelief, the torn box came sliding down the
carousel with the root ball tumbling behind it. TSA
had opened the box and left a note inside.
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One of my biggest break§ came after Hurrigg,,
Helene, when an ambrostg maple tree fell ey,
house. A friend helping with cleanup brought |
and | immediately saw its potential. | turneq Severa/
hats from that wood and began sharing them £ a
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Today, | enjoy sharing what [

i rning lessons and lead weeklong ’
ZZ;?rzrewe‘:(::(/):stlsjes agt7 the John C. Campbell Folk The response was incredible. Powermatic, a prem;q ,
School in Brasstown, NC. Most of my students ' woodworking tool company, reposted my work S
have never touched a lathe pefore, but by the third sent a crew from California to film a feature aboyt
day, they're already creating some impressive That exposure led to a call from Fox & Friends, 4
pieces. My good friend David Hoenig joins me as inviting me to appear on their “Made in America”
an assistant. segment. On July 12, 2025, | appeared live on Fox ¢,

. ! : y Friends Weekend. It was a surreal and exciting
A few years ago, my sister's friend, Denise Smith experience.

Yankee, asked if | had ever made a wooden
football. | hadn't—but | was intrigued. The idea sat
dormant for a year until Denise brought it up
again. | joked, “You don't need one football—you
need two.” That conversation launched one of my
most rewarding and fun projects.

Each football is crafted from 239 individually cut

pieces of American hardwood. The segments are

glued into rings, which are then joined together to
; form the shape of the football. It's hollowed out to
| feel more like a real football than a solid piece of
wood, | add engraved stitching, walnut valve stem,
and maple laces, Today, I'm licensed with both
Ohio State " fi ity and Texas A&M, with
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If you 've ever
the time to explore. Join a local cl
Triangle Woodturners in Denton or reach out to me or

pavid Hoenig. You don’t have to be a pro to start—just

pring your curiosity. You might be surprised by what you
can create fro

m a simple block of wood.
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Written by Kevin Felderhoff ‘83

Pictured left to right: Kevin Felderhoff “83 with his parents and loyal Hornet and Lady Hornet fans
Betty Fleitman Felderhoff and Henry Felderhoff.




